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Though we often describe the third tone as a falling-rising tone, most often when we speak the third 
tone has a simpler shape, changing to flow more smoothly with the tones that follow it. lf it comes before 
another third tone, it becomes a high-rising tone (aka a second tone). lf it comes before any other tone 
or a neutral tone, it becomes a low-falling tone (aka 'half-third tone'). 
ln the puzzle that follows, each sentence has a word with a highlighted third tone. lf it should become a 
low- falling tone, take a trip down the slide. If it should become a rising tone, climb up the ladder. lf you 
choose the right answer, the number will guide you to another sentence and eventually to the finish. lf 
you choose the wrong answer, there will be no number to match your choice.


