
This is a template for a short in-class activity to practice words that sound very similar to your 
students. The obvious example is words that differ only in tones (免费 vs.面肥), but it could be any 
words that students think sound similar (继续 vs.技术). For this activity, students only need to know 
ONE of the two words (it’s not a problem if they know both, but it’s not necessary that they do).

The first slide is just a title slide that you can use to start the activity. The reason to use that slide is 
simply as a cue—once students have learned how to do the activity, you just show that slide and 
they know what the activity is, no need to explain it. 

The other slides are illustrations of how you might use the activity.

To prepare, all you need to do is find some images that go with the similar sounding words, or even 
just type the words (with Pinyin notes so that students know the correct pronunciation).

Then you say simple sentences that students will understand using those words. Sometimes the 
sentence makes sense, sometimes it will not. Students respond by either saying xíng or bù xíng, or 
you could have them give thumbs up or down.

Notes: One challenge for second language learners is that when words sound similar, they often only know ONE of the words, so they don’t feel the 
importance of tones (or other small differences) that make the words sound different. The aim of this activity is to help raise learners’ awareness of 
how minor pronunciation difference can be important. For this reason, they only need to know ONE of the TWO words you show them. The other 
words is there simply to show how mispronunciation might produce strange sounding sentences.

– activity originally designed by Eric Pelzl –
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